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Legislative Report 

02.07.10 

Attention Freedom Riders we have some very important buisness coming up 

again.Senator Trotter & Rep.Flowers have filed two bills apiece. On January12th Senator 

Trotter inttoduced two bills that would require motorcycle helmet use in Illinois. 

 

SB2535 would require riders under the age of 18 & passengers under 18 on motorcycles , 

motor  drivin cycles, & motorized pedacycles to wear a helmet that is properly fastened 

under the persons chin with a chin strap. 

 

SB2536 would require EVERY OPERATOR & PASSENGER REGARDLESS OF AGE 

to wear a helmet. 

 

On January 22nd Rep. Flowers filed two house bills. The first, HB5029 is so full of draco-

nian, anti- ATV provisions i will repeat the synopsis weitted by the Legislative Reference 

Bureau: 

Amends the school code to provide that school districts must provide instructions in rela-

tion to the laws regarding the operation of all-terrain vehicles & off highway motorcycles 

in grades kindergarten through 12 & may include the instruction in social studies, Ameri-

can government ,driver education, or other appropriate courses of study. Amends the Illi-

nois Vehicle Code to prohibit any use of all-terrain or off highway vehicles on roads. Pro-

vides that the Secretary of State may suspend a persons DRIVERS LICENSE for 6 

months for violation of provisions relating to the illegal use of all-terrain & off highway 

vehicles on streets & riding all-terrain& off highway vehicles as a passenger. Provides that 

it is illegal to operate said vshicles if the operator is under the age of 16,dose not have a 

VALID DRIVERS LICENSE , or is not wearing a properly fitted helmet secured to the 

persons head. Provides that a person must demonstrate knowledge of all-terrain & off 

highway vehicles laws on the written examination for a driverôs license. 

 

HB5031 Rep. Flowers 2nd bill is like Senator Trotters SB2536 stating that all operators & 

passengers wear a secured helmet. 

 

Consumer Product Safety Commission has issued its report on January 15th, and unfortu-

nately did not change its position on the exemption of youth off-road motorcycles & 

ATV'S from the ban of sale in the USA. The stay of enforcement on the issue has just over 

a year remaining. This will continue to heat up as the MRF puts pressure on Congress to 

address the issue. 

 

A.B.A.T.E has a tough task this year and we as members need to show our support. We 

need to get the word out on these bills & push new membership& renewals to help sup-

port A.B.A.T.E. So they have more power to FIGHT FOR OUR RIGHTS!! 

 

                                                                           Ride Hard Be Safe 

 

Smitty 

 



2009 THANK YOU LETTERS  



February  

Membership Report  

We are at 476 members.  

 

February Renewals  

 

Anita Bumgardner      Wayne Bumgardner       Ruth Ann Burr  

Sam Burr              Johnnie Carroll        Brent Cates  

Mike Chambers         Shawn Claybourn        Carl Collum  

Kathy Collum          Bill DeBoer            Vicki Eder  

Heidi Featherling     Randy Featherling      Chrystal Gruen  

Douglas Gruen         Karla Hale             Ronne Honecker  

Gary Hyslop Sr        Mary Ingram            Kevin Jackson  

Penny Jeter           Tommy Jeter            Danny Johnson  

Kay Langenhorst       Michael Langhauser     Brad Loddeke  

Sharon Loddeke        Tony Lusch             Gary Martin  

Larry McBride         Tim Mylrea             Janet Pratt  

Carrie Quick          Perry Quick            Debbie Rabenhort  

Darin Schwartz        Tonya Schwartz         Robert Stover  

Justin Strange        Holly Sullivan         Kenneth Sullivan  

Calton Taylor         Dave Terry             Danny Thompson  

Darrell Upton         William Vensel         Leland Whalen  

Terry "Scott" Whitlock                       

 

Also for our appreciation of their hard work on the membership 

drive...I would like to thank Jim Murphy, Mimi Hawkins, and Jim 

Fletcher.  

 

Remember your sweeties this month!!!  

 

Happy Birthday February Babies!!  

JANUARY   3RD 

FEBRUARY    7TH 

MARCH   14TH  

APRIL   11TH  

MAY    2ND 

JUNE   6TH 

JULY   11TH 

AUGUST   1ST 

SEPTEMBER   12TH 

OCTOBER   3RD 

NOVEMBER   7TH  

DECEMBER   12TH 

ALL CHAPTER MEETINGS 

HELD AT JUNCTION CITY 

HALL@3PM  

2010 CHAPTER MEETINGS  



  

By laws Committee 

Jim Murphy, Alan Corzine, Steve Smith, Wayne Reed, Kim  & Carol Houser,  Rose & 

Bob  Vensel,. 

Bylaw Changes Read over any Questions bring to next Chapter Meeting. Where they 

will be voted on.  

 

ARTICLE 5 -OFFICERS OF THE CHAPTER  

SECTION 1.  COMMITTEES  

The officers may appoint committees to deal with any issue the membership deems nec-

essary.  An appointed officer will serve in an advisory position on all committees.  All 

members that volunteer to be a part of a committee shall be responsible and required to 

attend all committee meetings.  Any committee member that misses (2) or more meet-

ings will be removed from the committee. 

WITHDRAWAL OF WORDS  

All members that volunteer to be a part of a committee shall be responsible and re-

quired to attend all committee meetings.  Any committee member that misses (2) or 

more meetings will be removed from the committee. 

ADDENDUM  

SECTION 1-A 

An officer of this chapter may appoint and be responsible for a member who is a non-

officer to assist with the collection of funds while at an event which is an authorized 

Freedom Riders ABATE of Il., Inc. 

SECTION 3. OFFICERS 

Officers of the chapter shall consist of all coordinators including President. Vice-

President, Secretary, Treasurer, Activity Coordinator, Public Relations Coordinator, 

Safety and Education Coordinator, Legislative Coordinator, Newsletter Coordinator, 

State Representative, Membership Coordinator, Products Coordinator, Off-Road Liai-

son, Ticket Master, Products Coordinator, and Sergeant of Arms. 

WITHDRAWAL OF WORDS  

The office title of Products Coordinator is listed twice in this section. The office title 

should be eliminated one (1) time. 

SECTION 4.  ELECTION OR APPOINTMENT OF OFFICERS  

C)   7) A person wanting to serve as an officer of this chapter must be a member of this 

chapter in good standing a minimum of one (1) year at the time of the elections in order 

to be eligible to be nominated or to run for that office. 

 

NEW ADDITION  

An appointed member in good standing with this chapter who has been voted on by the 

membership shall oversee and be responsible for all financial activities concerning the 

monthly drawing of Freedom Riders ABATE of Il., Inc. 
 



 
PRESIDENTS CORNER 

  

  

Once again, FREEDOM RIDERS have risen above the top. We are the 4th largest 
chapter out of 60, and yet we continues to bring the larges trophy home that 

ABATE hands out. The award was for the most new members for 2009.We also 
received several other plagues from FED PAC."GREAT JOB TO ALL FREEDOM 
RIDERS.As the new president of this chapter I was on top of the world to go up 

and accept these awards for our chapter at the State Seminar. A special 
"THANKS" goes out to all the 2009 officers and members that made this hap-

pen. I'm looking forward to another "GREAT YEAR". I'm looking forward to 
working with all the officers this year. 

  

Ride Safe and Be Safe 

Adopt A Soldier 

I sent 1 welcome package and 3 valentine packages this past 

month.  $65.43 was spent on contents and $35.00 was spent on post-

age.  If anyone knows of a soldier that is deported please get the neces-

sary information to me by email.   jansan169@yahoo.com   Thank you! 

mailto:jansan169@yahoo.com


 EVENTS 
 

 

 

FEBRUARY 

 

22ND~ E-BOARD MEETING  6 PM  JUNCTION CITY HALL  

 

MARCH  

 

13TH~BENEFIT RUN FOR TINA PRATT 11 -12 SIGN UP 

@SPORTSMANS NORTH OF SHOOTERS 

14TH~ CHAPTER MEETING  3PM   JUNCTION CITY HALL  

29TH ~ E-BOARD MEETING   6 PM  JUNCTION CITY HALL  

 

 

APRIL  

 

11TH ~CHAPTER MEETING  3PM   JUNCTION CITY HALL  

17TH ~SPRING RUN  SIGN UP @ INDUSTRIAL TAVERN 10AM 

~12PM 

25TH~18TH ANNUAL BLESSING OF THE BIKES  

26TH~ E-BOARD MEETING   6 PM  JUNCTION CITY HALL  

  



Freedom Rider A.B.A.T.E. Of Illinois, Inc. 

Chapter Meeting - Sunday, February 7, 2010 at 3:05 pm 

At the Junction City Hall,    Junction City, IL 

By:  Vice President ï Mike Langhauser 

Pledge of Allegiance ïlead by Joe Cole 

Secretaryôs report submitted by Maris Foran 618-292-5277 

Officers not present: Raymond Berning, Tammy Swartzlander 

 Members present - 12 

Officers present ï 16 

 New member present -0 

Announcements and thank you ï Tonya & Darren Swartz ï card & plant (her Dad) 

Donnie & Angie Pond ï plant & card (his Mom) 

Minutes from last meeting read and approved.    Motion to accept 1st: Joe Cole 2nd: Connie 

Murphy 

Favor: yes opposed: no 

Old Business:  

500 Party Committee met and the event is set for Sat. July 31, 2010 sign up will be at the popu-

lar place and there will be 3 mystery stops. It will end at Bogies and the band will be from 5pm 

to 10pm 

No cost to membership. Invitations to be sent to the founding members 

There was an issue regarding our website that any comments or any information should not be 

placed on the website without going through the membership before being placed on the web-

site.   

Our Chapter was awarded award from Salem Chamber of Commerce ï Deb King wrote a letter 

to the  

Newspapers telling what our organization does.    The awards banquet tickets are available at 

IGA price of tickets are $25.00.  Dinner will be held on March 12, 2010.   It is a casual dress 

affair.  

Election was held for President, Vice President and Activity Officers, Ballots were given out 

and ballots were counted  by  Carol Houser & Maris Foran.   The votes are as stands on Sunday, 

February 7, 2010 - President ï Mike Langhauser, Vice President ï Mimi Hawkins and Activi-

ties ï Donny Pond. 

Mike Langhauser  talked about things learned at State Seminar ï A great idea that Mike Myers 

had was to build membership was to go back the past 5 years and if they are not on the current 

list let them know that there is an upcoming bill  and ask them to support the bill and they can 

get their membership renewed by doing so.    

CPR  Classes ï  If interested in doing this class contact Maris Foran ï 618-292-5277 to be put 

on the sign up sheet (Maris has contacted the Red Cross office) 

Motion to send monthly drawing money to State PAC ï 1st: JoJo Cole 2nd: Mimi Hawkins Fa-

vor:yes opposed: no 

Highway cleanup is set for May 15, 2010 ïRT 161 , will meet at Biggies from 9 to 12 on high-

way cleanup and 12 to 2 windshield wash Salem Rest area I-57 south side. 

Bylaws committee ï there where changes and the bylaws will be run in the newsletter this 

month and will be voted on in our March monthly meeting 



Polar Bear run having a patch drawn up by Ronnie Honecker. 

 

Freedom by choice chapter out of Decatur, IL will be in our area and they are bringing a bus on 

Saturday, February 13, 2010 from 3:30 or 4:00 pm. (Cross Roads in Sandoval, IL.)They would 

like to meet our group if you are interested come out and meet them.  

Tina Pratt is at the (Centralia Manor) there is a Benefit Run on March 13, 2010 signup at 

Sportsman's from 11 am to 12 Noon.   Mimi is selling tickets for the benefit (contact Mimi 

Hawkins) 

 Benefit that Blind Date did on Friday, Feb. 5, 2010.    We need to do something to show our 

appreciation on what they did. A Friend of Freedom award and a thank you card will be sent to 

them. 

Motion to close old business 1st: Jim Murphy 2nd: JoJo Cole Favor: yes Opposed: No 

New Business: 

Motion to accept the flyer on the spring run.   1st: Donnie Pond 2nd: JoJo Cole Favor: yes Op-

posed: no 

Motion for a roll of stamps for Diane Corzine to send out thank you cards. 1st: Donnie Pond 

2nd: JoJo Cole Favor: Yes Opposed: no   Rose Vensel brought to our attention about a little boy 

that use to go to  Willow grove school is doing a benefit for him.  Justin Barrel was born with a 

disability and fighting Leukemia. Motion to donate$100.00 1st: Rose Vensel 2nd: Jim Murphy 

Favor: yes opposed: no 

Motion to raise the cost of putting a flyer in our chapter newsletter to $20.00. 1st: Donnie Pond 

2nd: Connie Murphy Favor: yes opposed: no    

Motion that every month for the next three months we will donate $100.00 to MRF for a total 

of $300.00 for the sponsor plaque 1st: Angie Pond 2nd: Tim Tucker Favor: yes Opposed: no 

Motion of what the inscription will be on the plaque.   1st: JoJo Cole 2nd: Steve Smith Favor: 

yes opposed: no      Bob Vensel won our monthly 50/50 drawing.    Motion to close the meet-

ing 1st: JoJo Cole 2nd: Connie Murphy    Favor: yes Opposed: no   Dismissed 5:05 pm 

Monthly drawing won by Carol Houser 

 

 


